ADOPTED – OCTOBER 22, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 11
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A STATEWIDE ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT CODE

RESOLUTION #24 – 493

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan lies at the heart of the Great Lakes, the most extraordinary and valuable fresh surface water system on earth, providing rich and abundant economic, environmental, agricultural and recreational opportunities for all Michigan citizens; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County is endowed with many miles of beautiful surface waters, and plentiful, pure groundwater resources; and

WHEREAS, Michigan is the only state in the nation that does not have a statewide code setting minimum standards for the construction, maintenance, and inspection of onsite wastewater treatment systems; and

WHEREAS, substandard and failing septic systems threaten surface and groundwater quality by releasing microbial pathogens, bacteria, viruses, household toxics, and nutrients, thus threatening our drinking water and recreation resources; and

WHEREAS, proper maintenance of onsite wastewater treatment systems protects public health, the environment, and water resources and can save homeowners money through preventive maintenance that avoids costly repairs; and
WHEREAS, Ingham County has enacted an ordinance protecting the health and safety of community members, visitors, and the public at large by requiring the inspection of an onsite wastewater treatment system at the time of sale or transfer of a residential property.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Ingham County supports legislative enactment of a statewide onsite wastewater code setting minimum standards for the construction, maintenance, and inspection of onsite wastewater treatment systems.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the legislature also provide adequate resources to assist disadvantaged households that are in need of repair or replacement of their onsite wastewater systems.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the legislature must resolve the specific legislative concerns identified by both the Michigan Association of Local Environmental Health Administrators (MALEHA) and the Michigan Association for Local Public Health (MALPH).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Clerk is requested to forward copies of the adopted resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan, the State Senate Majority and Minority leaders, the State House Speaker and Minority Leader, and the members of the Ingham County delegation to the Michigan Legislature.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Tennis, Peña, Pawar, Ruest

          Nays:  None     

Absent:  Trubac, Morgan     
Approved 10/14/24

